Our Case Number: ABP-312606-22

Bord
Pleanala

John O'Sullivan and Others
Brookpark

Rathcoole

Mallow

Co. Cork

P51 KWX0

Date: 8th April 2022

Re: Wind farm development of 20 turbines with 110kV electrical substation and all related site works
and ancillary development.

Townlands of Annagannihy, Aughinida, Ballynagree East, Ballynagree West, Bawnmore,

Caherbarou!, Carrigagulla, Carrigduff, Clonavrick, Derryroe, Drishane More, Dromagh,
Drominahilla, Dromskehy and other townlands, Co. Cork.

Dear Sir / Madam,

An Bord Pleandla has received your recent submission in relation to the above-mentioned proposed
development and will take it into consideration in its determination of the matter.

A receipt for the fee lodged is enclosed.

The Board wili revert to you in due course with regard to the matter.

Please be advised that copies of all submissions / observations received in relation to the application will
be made available for public inspection at the offices of Cork County Council and at the offices of An
Bord Pleanala when they have been processed by the Board.

More detailed information in relation to strategic infrastructure development can be viewad on the
Board's website: www.pleanala.ie.

If you have any queries in the meantime, please contact the undersigned officer of the Board.

Tell Tel {01) 858 B100
Glao Aricll LoCali 1890 275 175
Facs Fax {01) 872 2684 64 Sraid Macilbhride 64 Marlborough Street
Lalthreén Gréasdin  Website www pleanala.ie Baile Atha Cliath 1 Dubiin 1

Riomhphost Email bord@gpleanala.ie D01 veo2 D01 veoz




Please quote the above mentioned An Bord Pleanala reference number in any correspondence or
telephone contact with the Board.

Yours faithfully,

é]w@@—

Kieran Somers
Executive Officer
Direct Line: 01-873 7250

Tell Tel (01) 858 8100

Glao Aitidll LoCall 1890 275 175

Facs Fax (01) 872 2684 64 Sréid Maoilbhride 64 Martborough Street
Laithrean Gréaséin Website www.pleanala.ie Baile Atha Cliath 1 Dublin 1

Riomhphost Emai} bord@pleanala.ie Do1 veo2 DO1 va02




Brookpark,

AN B. RD PLEANALA RafneeRis
LDG- gS@ubo 33 Mallow
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Time: By: PaaT March 15", 2022

An Bord Pleanala Ref: 312606 — Ballinagree Wind Farm.

A Chara,

We are a group of active and concerned local citizens who are vehemently
opposed to this development due to the adverse effect it will have on our
quality of life, on our community and on our living environment.

Our objections are as follows:
Lack of meaningful consultation and transparency.

The developers [according to their application] pride themselves on
community consultation but the reality is that by the time the community was
invited for consultation, the local landowners had already been approached
and tied into contracts. This is dishonest and shows a willingness to be
underhanded with the local community. This attitude has been echoed several
times with surveyors being caught trespassing, being openly dishonest about
their intentions and lying about their employer and blatantly trying to shut
down community led meetings [pre-covid] about the proposals. We can attest
to all of this.

In one instance a local farmer contacted the developers to object to the fact
that both his [P51 E434] and his parent’s house, their farmyard and lands had
been included in a photograph which had been published in their brochure -
giving the mistaken impression that they are in favor of the development. He
was met with a totally dismissive attitude and informed that as the photograph
had been taken from the public road, he had no rights.



As a final point it has been impossible in the present climate to hold public
meetings to provide an effective opposition to this development. For this
reason alone this development shouid not be approved.

Harm to Quality of Human Life.

We have many concerns as to how the introduction of 20 wind turbines into
the local vicinity will affect our daily lives. First and foremost, we are extremely
worried about losing the beautiful scenic landscape we call home. On top of
that, the negative effects of living in proximity to windfarms has been well
documented, and this information is readily available — we don’t need to
include all of the science here. However our concerns include — but are not
limited to:

Noise: Wind turbines are noisy and they run day and night. Studies
have proved that they affect people’s sleep, and create a continuous, low
frequency noise that can have a hugely stressful effect on people, especially
those sensitive to sound.

Shadow Flicker: Wind turbines, like all other tall structures, can cast long
shadows when the sun is low in the sky. The effect known as shadow flicker
occurs when the rotating blade blocks the sun and causes the shadow to flick
on and off. These shadows can stretch for long distances depending on the
turbine height and orientation of the sun. When this is part of your daily
experience it is hugely stressful and can be a trigger for those suffering with

epilepsy.

Autism: It has been well documented that individuals on the Autism
Spectrum experience a degree of sensory impairment which renders them
extremely sensitive to specific sounds, light and reflection and in many cases
touch. To this end, it is reasonable to assume that individuals on the Autism
Spectrum will be even more susceptible to infrasound, mechanical noise and
shadow flicker from the wind turbines than the general population. In our area
there are quite a number of people in the immediate vicinity who would be
directly affected because of health issues.

Tourism:  On any given weekend, and often during the week, hikers can be
seen climbing up and down Mushera. The mountain and the Duhallow Way are
popular with visitors, and walkers support many business in the area, from
B&B’s and accommodation to cafes and shops. Putting a wind farm in the



middle of this will undoubtedly send visitor numbers plummeting - and with it,
the income they bring in to the area.

Biodiversity Loss and Harm to our Living Environment.

According to Cork County Council’s own planning guidance "Planning
Authorities have a responsibility to safeguard biodiversity, and are legally
obliged to assess the potential of alt planning applications that come before
them, to determine whether the proposals contained therein could have
impacts on our environment”. We would argue that the proposal will have
significant impact on the local environment, and that in their responsibility to
safeguard biodiversity, the proposal should be denied.

The upland habitat of Mushera and its surrounds is home to many species of
plants and animals/birds listed on the red or amber endangered species list.
Preserving this declining habitat is fundamental to ensuring that these species
have a chance of survival. The following is a list of birds on Birdwatch Ireland’s
red and amber lists which either make Mushera their home or regularly visit it
for the purpose of feeding or breeding.

Red List: Red grouse, woodcock, barn owl, meadow pipit, grey wagtail,
redwing, golden plover, snipe & kestrel. Both the white tailed eagle and red
kite have also been observed in the proposed site.

Amber list: Marsh harrier, hen harrier, merlin, chough, skylark, swallow,
starling, northern wheatear, goldcrest, house sparrow, tree sparrow,
greenfinch & willow warbler.

We can attest to all of these sightings.

Of particular concern is the hen harrier, a beautiful bird of prey that is under
severe threat in Ireland, largely due to declining habitats. We know of six
nesting sites within 5 kms. of the proposed development site and there are
many more potential sites. We are extremely concerned that the proposed
development, by removing yet more of their habitat, would prevent the birds
from both nesting and feeding in the area.

Significantly, the area is also a favored spot of the Devil’s Bit Scabious, a small
plant that is the only food of the caterpillars of the endangered Marsh
Fratillery butterfly. The endangered Kerry Slug is also to be found on the site.



As well as these endangered species, Mushera and its surrounds provides
homes for red squirrel, badger, stoat, mountain hare, foxes, hedgehogs, voles,
frogs and countless other wildlife, whose homes and habitat will be directly
threatened by the proposal.

Any sediment run-off to the Blackwater will affect the habitat of the
Freshwater Mussel.

This sensitive up-land habitat which is dear to us all, will be destroyed forever
if this windfarm is allowed to go ahead.

Archology: The Mushera area is home to the richest concentration of
prehistoric archology in Northern Europe. A plethora of standing stones,
wedge tombs, and holy wells can be found all across the area.

The developers propose to put a marked trail highlighting these sacred spaces.
In our opinion, this adds insult to injury.

Only a small number of people stand to benefit from this development — the
rest of us are expected to suffer the consequences of it.

Please see our web site www.musherawindaware.com and our Facebook page
Mushera Wind Aware.

R;%ds,o
’VL /b‘ _\
Jghn OSullivan

Plus all of the names on the petition sheets.

Please find enclosed a cheque for €50.00






Mushera Wind Aware. February 2022,

i wish to register my objection to the proposed development of a Wind Farm at Ballinagree /
Mushera Mountain. Website: :wwww.musherawindaware.com Facebook: Mushera Wind Aware
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Mushera Wind Aware.

| wish to register my objection to the proposed development of a Wind Farm at Ballinagree /
Mushera Mountain. Website: www.musherawindaware.com Facebook: Mushera Wind Aware
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Name.

Address.

Telephone Number.
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Mushera Wind Aware.

| wish to register my objection to the proposed development of a Wind Farm at Ballinagree /
Mushera Mountain. Website: www.musherawindaware.com Facebook: Mushera Wind Aware
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Telephone Number. ]
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Mushera Wind Aware.

| wish to register my objection to the proposed development of @ Wind Farm at Ballinagree /
Mushera Mountain. Website: www.musherawindaware.com Facebook: Mushera Wind Aware

Name. { Address. Telephone Number.
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Mushera Wind Aware.

| wish to register my objection to the proposed development of a Wind Farm at Ballinagree /

Mushera Mountain.

Name.

’ Telephone
Number.

Address.
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Mushera Wind Aware.

I wish to register my objection to the proposed development of a Wind Farm at Ballinagree /
Mushera Mountain.

Name. Address. i Telephone j

| Number. |
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I wish to register my objection to the proposed development of a Wind Farm at Ballinagree /
Mushera Mountain.

Mushera Wind Aware.

Name.
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| wish to register my objection to the proposed development of a Wind Farm at Ballinagree /

Mushera Wind Aware.

Mushera Mountain.

Name. Address.

Telephone
Number,
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Mushera Wind Aware.

| wish to register my objection to the proposed development of a Wind Farm at Ballinagree /
Mushera Mountain.

Name. Address, Telephone
Number,
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I wish to register my objection to the proposed development of a Wind Farm at Ballinagree /
Mushera Mountain.

Mushera Wind Aware.

Name. Address. | Telephone
Number.
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Mushera Wind Aware.

| wish to register my objection to the proposed development of a Wind Farm at Ballinagree /

Mushera Mountain.
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Mushera Wind Aware.

| wish to register my objection to the proposed development of a Wind Farm at Ballinagree /

Mushera Mountain,

Name. Address. Lele;;hone
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Mushera Wind Aware.

| wish to register my objection to the proposed development of a Wind Farm at Ballinagree /
Mushera Mountain.
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Mushera Wind Aware.

I wish to register my objection to the proposed development of a Wind Farm at Ballinagree /

Mushera Mountain.

Name.

Address.

Telephone
Number,
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Mushera Wind Aware. February 2022,

| wish to register my objection to the proposed development of a Wind Farm at Ballinagree /
Mushera Mountain. Website: www.musherawindaware.com Facebook: Mushera Wind Aware

Name. Address. Telephone Number, |
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Mushera Wind Aware.

February 2022.

1 wish to register my objection {o the proposed development of a Wind Farm at Ballinagree /
Mushera Mountain. Website: www.musherawindaware.com Facebook: Mushera Wind Aware

Address.
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Mushera Wind Aware.

I wish to register my objection to the proposed development of a Wind Farm at Ballinagree /
Mushera Mountain. Website: www.musherawindaware.com Facebook: Mushera Wind Aware

February 2022.

Name.

Telephone Number.
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Mushera Wind Aware.

I wish to register my objection to the proposed development of a Wind Farm at Ballinagree /
Mushera Mountain. Website: vwww.musherawindaware.com Facebook: Mushera Wind Aware

February 2022,

P

Name. Address. Telephone Number, |
pi F 1
Slally (oo ﬁﬂc//m?yﬂa
e Y
fp"""d‘?ﬂ % K00 fcy\ aqre e

E[) Sweeng.

o K e

j“‘rﬁvj W{'

M&-n 0;‘%

<

npehe i q X

5{7{5,0# Bo«nﬁ .

1’( M{)"W‘J”) 'g’-ﬂ

Nmean

RostArrmennt

Bl
o




Mushera Wind Aware. February 2022.

| wish to register my objection to the proposed development of a3 Wind Farm at Ballinagree /
Mushera Mountain. Website: www.musherawindaware.com Facebook: Mushera Wind Aware

Name. Address. Teleohone
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Mushera Wind Aware.

| wish to register my objection to the proposed development of a Wind Farm at Ballinagree /
Mushera Mountain. Website: www.musherawindaware.com Facebook: Mushera Wind Aware

February 2022,

Name. Address.

| Telephone Number,
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Mushera Wind Aware.

February 2022.

| wish to register my objection to the proposed development of a Wind Farm at Ballinagree /
Mushera Mountain, Website: www.musherawindaware.com Facebook: Mushera Wind Aware

Name. _ .
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Mushera Wind Aware.

February 2022.

1 wish to register my objection to the proposed development of a Wind Farm at Ballinagree /
Mushera Mountain. Website: www.musherawindaware.com Facebook: Mushera Wind Aware
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Mushera Wind Aware. February 2022.

I wish to register my objection to the proposed development of a Wind Farm at Ballinagree /
Mushera Mountain. Website: www.musherawindaware.com Facebook: Mushera Wind Aware

Name. Address. | Telephone Number.
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Mushera Wind Aware.

Kiawd 037 4542563

/

February 2022.

| wish to register my objection to the proposed development of a Wind Farm at Ballinagree /
Mushera Mountain. Website: www.musherawindaware.com Facebook: Mushera Wind Aware

Name. | Address. Telephone Number.
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Mushera Wind Aware. e ey
| wish to register my objection to the proposed development of a Wind Farm at Ballinagree /
Mushera Mountain, ,"/’
Name. - | Address. ’ | Telephone
~ Number.
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Mushera Wind Aware.

1 wish to register my objection to the proposed development of a Wind Farm at Ballinagree /

Mushera Mountain.
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Address.
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Number.
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